
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
  July 14, 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
It is with an extremely heavy heart that I write to you today to let you know that we have lost a beloved 
member of our Hillsmere Hornet family. Kathleen Adams, who taught prekindergarten students at our  
school since 1997, died on Friday following a battle with cancer. 
 
Mrs. Adams, who began working for Anne Arundel County Public Schools in 1992, had an absolute 
passion for our youngest learners, and that passion was on display every single day. She was an 
outgoing, warm, and loving person who developed lasting relationships quickly with children and made 
friends easily with adults. Those relationships – enhanced by her incredible sense of humor and wit – 
made her classroom, our school, and our community better places.  
 
Mrs. Adams’ impact extended far beyond the walls of our school. She was a huge presence in our 
community, and that presence will be sorely missed. We have been in touch with Mrs. Adams’ family, 
and are supporting them in any way possible. 
 
Though school is currently not in session, I want you to know that we have access to school counselors 
and school psychologists who can speak with your child if he or she has a need to express their feelings. 
If this is the case, please do not hesitate to call the school.  
 
Arrangements for Mrs. Adams are incomplete at this time. When those arrangements are finalized, we 
will have that information in our school office. Please call the school if you wish to have that 
information. If your child wishes to attend any services, we strongly encourage you to accompany him 
or her.  
 
I encourage you to talk openly with your child about this sad event, and to help your child understand 
that it’s OK not to have answers to every question. Children learn how to deal with grief by watching 
adults deal with grief. Please do not be afraid to express your emotions in front of your children. Healthy 
outlets of emotions can be a valuable lesson for them. Additional resources to assist you and your child 
can be found at http://www.aacps.org/crisisresources in the “Dealing with Grief” section near the bottom 
of the page.  
 
I know you will keep Mrs. Adams’ family in your thoughts and prayers in the difficult days and weeks 
ahead. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact the school if we can be of assistance. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
  Kimberly Terry 
  Principal 
KT/bm 


